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Analysis of the Archetypal Images and Cultural Connotation of Gaoyi Que

HUANG Cheng, YANG Cheng
(School of Arts, Anhui Jianzhu University, Hefei 230601, China )

Abstract: In the civilization history of China, Que, a kind of architectural form appeared in the Han Dynasty, is one of the most well-
preserved and time—honored architectures, among which Gaoyi Que in Ya’an, Sichuan is a typical one. Its architectural form and
engraved patterns reflect the Xuanxue philosophy and the social forms of the Han Dynasty. Through the relevant literature and field
survey, this paper investigates the archetypal images of Gaoyi Que, explains its cultural connotation from the angle of semiotics, and

explores the customs, beliefs, rituals as well as Yin Yang & Five Elements in the Han Dynasty. Hence, the hierarchy of Han Dynasty, the

mythologized social consciousness, and people’s view of life and death in that era are revealed.
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